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World Cup chance to
pray for the poor

Win The Miracle of St Ralph on DVD
- see page seven

CIAO! to a low carbon lifestyle 

AS World Cup fever grips the
globe, Christians in the Oxford
Diocese are being urged to pray
for forgotten parts of South
Africa. 

As the tournament gains
momentum, churches are
responding with World Cup
events and screenings for their
communities.

The Ven. Karen Gorham,
Archdeacon of Buckingham is
highlighting the needs of
Kimberley and Kuruman, our link
diocese in the Northern Cape
which is known as ‘forgotten’
South Africa. She is updating her
blog with information and issues
from Kimberley and Kuruman
every day during the World Cup,
along with prayer points for the
area. 

She said: “While a few things
are happening in the Northern
Cape to enthuse people about
football, the reality is that the
World Cup will pass many people
by. There will not be any reason
for people to go to the Northern
Cape – there is no wine or garden
route passing through, no
matches will be played there and
yet in an area the size of the
British Isles, there is vibrancy,
there are people with stories to
tell and much to give us, who
need our love, support and
prayer.”

Meanwhile Bishop of Oxford,
the Rt Revd John Pritchard was
excited about the tournament.

He said:  “This is the year when
two of my teams, Blackpool and
Newcastle, gained heroic
promotion! I just need England
to do well (win?) in the World
Cup and my cup will be running
over. It may be too much to ask –
and indeed I don’t think we can
be asking the Great Manager
about this – but nevertheless it
should be a tournament to enjoy
in a country to which we are
committed through our
Kimberley and Kuruman link.
God bless the World Cup!”

The Revd Jeremy Tear was set to
show the three opening England
World Cup Games on a big screen
at St John’s Church, Caversham.
Jeremy also held an All Age World
Cup service at St John’s on
Sunday, 13 June. 

St Clement’s Church, Oxford
will be holding a special morning
service to mark the World Cup
Final on Sunday 11th July at
10.30am on the theme, God in
Football.

The Rector, the Revd Bruce
Gillingham said he will be
showing clips of two DVDs during
his services.   

He said: “St Clement’s Football
Team will be bringing guests to
church as we are celebrating
football victory this year. 

“We won the Division One title
in the Chiltern Churches League
and this made for great
celebrations in church.”

Follow Archdeacon Karen’s
blog at www.archdeaconkaren.
blogspot.com.

IF you were sailing away on an Ark to a low carbon future,
what would you take with you and what would you leave
behind?

That was the question explored by children from St
Michael’s C of E Primary School, Marston, Oxford as part of
the Children’s International Arts Organisation! (CIAO!)
Ark Project last month. St Michael’s was one of 10
Oxfordshire primary schools that took part in the project.
Pupils became energy detectives in science workshops as
part of the scheme. 

The St Michael’s children worked with energy expert
Moira Dorey from Oxford Brookes University. They scoured
the school using various gadgets that measured room
temperatures and light readings. 

They discovered energy crimes, for example heating
thermostats set far too high and lights being left on
unnecessarily. The school secretary was also interrogated to
ensure the photocopier was switched off overnight.  

They then worked with creative organisations to turn their
findings into stories, poetry and promenade pieces that
were performed on a special Ark during the last weekend in
June. The ark was built on front lawn of the Oxford
University Museum of Natural History. It was powered by
sustainable green energy from solar panels, cycle power and
a generator powered by recycled chip fat.

By Jo Duckles
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Prayer & reflection

July/August prayer diary  compiled by John Manley

The following is for guidance only; please feel free
to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish,
produce your own deanery prayer diaries.

JULY
Pray to the Father through the Son in the

power of the Spirit for:

TThhuu  11::  Arborfield with Barkham: clergy Piers
Bickersteth, Julian Bidgood, John Parker. The
White House School Conventional District.

FFrrii  22:: Bearwood: clergy Haigh Etches. The
Coombes (VC) School.

SSaatt  33:: Woosehill Conventional District: clergy
Haigh Etches, Libby Godden (Methodist); LLM
Elaine Steere. Also all those being ordained
Deacon at Christ Church Cathedral today.

MMoonn  55::  California: clergy Carol Edwards, Hugh
Wakeling. Gorse Ride School.Tue 6 Crowthorne:
clergy Lisa Cornwell; LLMs Hazel Berry, Gillian
Gyenes, Lewis Simmons. Crowthorne (VC) School. 

WWeedd  77::  Finchampstead: clergy Richard
Warden, John Edwards; LLM Keith
Atton.Finchampstead (VA) School.

TThhuu  88::  Hurst: clergy John Coombs, Clifford
Smith; LLMs Judi Hattaway, Patricia Smith. Hurst
St Nicholas (VC) School.

FFrrii  99:: Owlsmoor: clergy Roy Burgess.

SSaatt  1100:: Ruscombe and Twyford: clergy Simon
Howard,  Sally Dakin, Tim Dakin, Geoffrey Pugh;
LLM Paul Minton. Polehampton Infant and Junior
(VC) Schools.

MMoonn  1122:: Sandhurst: clergy John Castle, John
White; youth worker Ben Askew. St Michael’s (VA)
School.

TTuuee  1133::  Sonning: clergy Jamie Taylor, Michael
Forrer; LLM Bob Peters. Sonning (VA) School.

WWeedd  1144::  Wargrave with Knowl Hill: clergy
John Cook, Pam Gordon. Knowl Hill (VC), Crazies
Hill (VC), Robert Pigott Infants (VC), Robert Pigott
Junior (VC) & The Pigott (VA) Schools.

TThhuu  1155: Wokingham: clergy David Hodgson,
Michael Johnson, Colin James, Helen Charlton. All
Saints (VA) School.

FFrrii  1166:: Wokingham St Paul (including
Embrook St Nicholas): clergy John Connell, Jo
Harrison, Roy Holmes, Tony Kemp. St Paul’s (VC)
School.

SSaatt  1177:: Wokingham St Sebastian: clergy
Andrew Marsden, Erik Fudge; LLMs Russell
Shipton, Jill Bright, Ann Potts; youth worker Debbie
Harris; children’s worker Sally Alexander. St
Sebastian’s (VA) School.

MMoonn  1199:: Bampton with Clanfield (including
Aston, Shifford, Lew): clergy David Lloyd, Tessa
Kuin Lawton; LLM Arthur Pont. Aston & Cote (VC),
Bampton (VC), Clanfield (VC) Schools.

TTuuee  2200::  Brize Norton and Carterton: clergy
Bill Blakey, James Maddern. Carterton St John’s
(VA) School.

WWeedd  2211: Burford with Fulbrook & Taynton,
Asthall with Swinbrook and Widford: clergy
Richard Coombs, Cedric Reavley; LLM John
Leach. 

TThhuu  2222:: Cogges and South Leigh: clergy
Andrew Sweeney, Tim Edge, Miri Keen, Andrew
Pritchard; LLMs Nick Pike, Richard Young, David
Smith. Witney The Blake (VA) School.

FFrrii  2233:: Ducklington with Hardwick: clergy Bob
Edy; LLMs David Adams, Ruth Edy, Ian Paul.
Ducklington (VC) School. 

SSaatt  2244:: Lower Windrush: clergy Sarah Sharp;
LLM Lynda Blair; pastoral assistant Alison Shaw.
Standlake (VC) School.

MMoonn  2266:: Minster Lovell: clergy Adrian Gabb-
Jones. St Kenelm (VC) School.

TTuuee  2277:: North Leigh: clergy Andrew Sweeney,
Miri Keen, Andrew Pritchard. North Leigh (VC)
School.

WWeedd  2288: Shill Valley and Broadshire: clergy
Harry MacInnes, Neville Usher-Wilson, Patrick
Wheaton. Alvescot St Peter’s & Langford St
Christopher (VA) Schools.

TThhuu  2299:: Witney team: clergy Toby Wright,
Elizabeth Thomson, Joanna Collicutt McGrath,
Sally Wright, [vacancy]; CA Jeff Hill; LLMs David
Exham, Rosemary Peirce. Witney St Mary’s (VC),
Witney The Batt (VA) & Hailey (VC) Schools.

FFrrii  3300:: Religious Communities within the
diocese.

SSaatt  3311:: Third Order of the Society of St
Francis: minister provincial (European province)
Joanna Coney; area ministers Sheila Hazell, Hazel
Berry, Neil Slocock; area formation guardians Pam
Halliwell, Colin Bass, Margaret Ellis.

AUGUST
Pray to the Father through the Son in the
power of the Spirit for:

MMoonn  22::  Gate: clergy Christa Pumfrey, Janet
Lawrence; LLM Geoff Morris. Stoke Goldington
(VC) School.

TTuuee  33::  Hanslope with Castlethorpe: clergy
Gary Ecclestone; LLM Eric Dodworth.

WWeedd  44:: Lamp : clergy Richard Caddell; LLMs
Andrew Geary, Wendy Reidel, Priscilla Parry.

TThhuu  55:: Lavendon with Cold Brayfield, Clifton
Reynes and Newton Blossomville: clergy Christa
Pumfrey. Newton Blossomville (VC) School.
Olney: clergy Claire Wood, Val Reveley; LLM
Rena Partridge.

FFrrii  66:: Newport Pagnell with Lathbury and
Moulsoe: clergy Michael Godfrey, Beverley
Hollins, Glynis Bell, Karen Browne; LLMs Mervyn
Evans, Colin Taylor. 

SSaatt  77:: Sherington with Chicheley, North
Crawley, Astwood & Hardmead: clergy Mandy

Marriott, Pam Fielding; LLM John Fielding. North
Crawley (VC) & Sherington (VC) Schools.

MMoonn  99::  Cherbury with Gainfield : Clergy Joy
Hance; LLM Meg Terry. Buckland (VC) School.

TTuuee  1100:: Great Faringdon with Little Coxwell:
clergy Charles Draper, Simon Wearn; LLM Graham
Scott-Brown.

WWeedd  1111:: Great Coxwell with Buscot, Coleshill
& Eaton Hastings: clergy John Noddings.

TThhuu  1122:: Shrivenham & Ashbury: clergy Richard
Hancock, Edwin Clements, Anne Bell; LLM Rodney
Elton. Shrivenham (VC), Ashbury (VA), Longcot &
Fernham (VC) Schools.

FFrrii  1133:: Stanford in the Vale with Goosey &
Hatford: clergy Tim Rose, Charles Patterson;
LLMs Angela Gosden, Jill Smith, Peter Stallabrass.
Stanford in the Vale (VC) School.

SSaatt  1144:: Uffington, Shellingford, Woolstone &
Baulking: clergy Rosanna Martin, Jim Payne; LLM
Sue Saunders. Uffington (VC) & Shellingford (VA)
Schools.

MMoonn  1166:: Cholsey and Moulsford: clergy
Andrew Petit, Val Gibbons.

TTuuee  1177::  The Churn: clergy Jason St John
Nicolle, Louise Butler, Anthony Lury. Blewbury
Endowed (VC), Hagbourne (VC) Schools.

WWeedd  1188:: Didcot All Saints: clergy Karen Beck,
Allen Edwards; LLMs Richard Ghail, Nick Hards,
Stuart Roberts. Didcot All Saints (VA) School.
Ladygrove Conventional District: clergy Hugh
Boorman.

TThhuu  1199:: Didcot St Peter: clergy Edward Carter,
Joy Carter; LLMs Fran Childs, Jenny Loder. Didcot
Northbourne (VA) School.

FFrrii  2200:: Harwell with Chilton: clergy Chris Stott,
Bruce Keeble; LLM Steve Ward.

SSaatt  2211:: Wallingford Team: clergy David Rice,
Jeremy Goulston, Jim Spence, Janice Chilton.
Wallingford St Nicholas (VC), Brightwell Cum
Sotwell (VC) & Crowmarsh Gifford (VC) Schools.

MMoonn  2233:: Aston Clinton with Buckland and
Drayton Beauchamp: clergy Elizabeth Moxley.

TTuuee  2244:: Ellesborough, The Kimbles & Stoke
Mandeville: clergy Jan Henderson. Great Kimble
(VC) School.

WWeedd  2255:: Great Missenden with Balinger &
Little Hampden: clergy Rosie Harper, Joanna
Gallant; LLM Patricia Neale; pastoral assistant
Nadine Rose. Great Missenden (VC) School.

TThhuu  2266:: Hawridge with Cholesbury & St
Leonards, The Lee: clergy David Burgess.
Hawridge & Cholesbury (VA) & Lee Common (VC)
Schools.

FFrrii  22:: Little Missenden: clergy John Simpson;
LLM Gary Beynon. Little Missenden (VA) School.

SSaatt  2288:: Prestwood & Great Hampden: clergy
Deiniol Kearley-Heywood.

MMoonn  3300:: Wendover & Halton: clergy Mark
Dearnley; LLMs Ruth Dearnley, Joe Groat, Glenys
Newman; youth worker Rupert Johnson. Wendover
(VC) School.

TTuuee  3311::  Weston Turville: clergy David Wales,
Susan Fellows. Weston Turville (VA) School.

SSUUNNDDAAYY  44  -- Sonning deanery: area dean David Hodgson,
secretary Bridget Crossley, treasurer Reg Morton. The people,
wardens, PCCs and support staff of the deanery. The United
Church of Pakistan.

SSUUNNDDAAYY  1111 - Sea Sunday: for seafarers everywhere. Local
government staff and councillors serving the people of Sonning
deanery. The Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, primate
James Simon Ayong. The Diocesan Parsonages Board/Buildings
Committee: chairman Robin Birch, director Roger Harwood and
staff.

SSUUNNDDAAYY  1188  --  Witney deanery: area dean Bill Blakey, lay
chair David Loades, area administrator Linda Wooloff, treasurer
Sue Campbell, vocations Roy Turner, CA Jeff Hill. The people,

wardens, PCCs and support staff of the deanery. The Episcopal
Church in the Philippines.

SSUUNNDDAAYY  2255  --  Local government staff and councillors serving
the people of Witney deanery. The Episcopal Church of Rwanda,
primate Emmanuel Musaba Kolini. Diocesan Communications:
Director Sarah Meyrick and staff.

SSUUNNDDAAYY  11  --  Newport deanery: area dean Christa Pumfrey, lay
chair Rod Cannon, secretary Janet Gamlen, treasurer KA Gale,
ecumenical representative & development facilitator Beverley
Hollins. The people, wardens, PCCs and support staff of the
deanery. For those planning and attending Alpha courses this

autumn. The Scottish Episcopal Church.

SSUUNNDDAAYY  88 - Vale of White Horse deanery: area dean Richard
Hancock, lay chair Jeremy Twynam, secretary Edward Lehmann,
treasurer Daphne Willmett. The people, wardens, PCCs and support
staff of the deanery. For all those on holiday or changing house or
job. The Church of the Province of South east Asia.

SSUUNNDDAAYY  1155  -- Wallingford deanery: area dean Edward Carter,
lay chair Graham Goy, secretary Naomi Gibson, treasurer Mark
Bayliss. The people, PCCs, wardens and support staff of the
deanery. Those planning the work of our Sunday Schools: all who
teach & learn. The United Church of South India.

SSUUNNDDAAYY  2222  -- Wendover deanery: area dean Mark Dearnley,
lay chair Gavin Oldham, secretary Gary Beynon, treasurer Allan
Whittow, ecumenical representative Norman Dick. The people,
PCCs, wardens and support staff of the deanery. The Anglican
Church of Southern Africa, primate Thabo Makgoba.

SSUUNNDDAAYY  2299  -- Parish and district councillors serving the people
of the deaneries of Newport, Vale of White Horse, Wallingford &
Wendover. Anglican Church of the Southern Cone of America.

Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have
not seen me and yet have come to believe.’ (John 20:28:29 NRSV).

Sundays in July

Sundays in August
And while (Jesus) was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and
his clothes became dazzling white.  Suddenly they saw two men, Moses
and Elijah, talking to him.  They appeared in glory and were speaking of
his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. (Luke
9:29-31 NRSV).

Praying for England
Prayers for all those involved in the World Cup:

Lord of all the nations, who played the cosmos
into being, guide, guard and protect all who

work or play in the World Cup.
May all find in this competition a source of
celebration, an experience of common humanity
and a growing attitude of generous sportsmanship
to others.
Amen.

God of the nations, who has always called his
people to be a blessing for the world, bless all

who take part in the World Cup.
Smile on South Africa in her hosting,

on the nations represented in competition and
on those who travel to join in the party.
Amen.

A prayer for those simply not interested

Lord, as all around are gripped with World Cup
fever, bless us with understanding, strengthen us

with patience and grant us the gift of sympathy if
needed.
Amen.
Written by the Rt Revd Nick Baines, Bishop of Croydon, in
association with the Revd Peter Moger, National Worship
Development Officer Fans were invited to watch matches at St John’s, Caversham.
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Getting creative
IT’S time to start getting creative
in preparation for a competition
encouraging people to share the
places where they encounter
God’s creation. 

During the first part of
Creationtide (September 1 to
30), people across the diocese
will be able to upload
photographs of special places to
a website, along with
poems/prayers inspired by those
places.

The winning images and words
will be printed as set of
postcards to promote the idea of
encountering God through
creation for churches and
individuals. Prizes will include
photo books and vouchers for
printing photos. For more
information see
www.earthingfaith.org/inspired.

Putting their best
feet forward
WOMEN from St Mary’s Church,
Princes Risborough are
preparing to walk 72 miles from
Oxford’s Christ Church Cathedral
to St George’s Chapel in
Windsor, for the final leg of a 10-
year fundraising drive.

The money will be used to help
raise the final £25,000 needed
to fund restoration work to the
12th century church. The walk
takes place over 12 to 17 July.

It is hoped the church, which is
affected by rising damp, has
inadequate heating and is
constrained by old fashioned,
dilapidated pews, will be
restored next year, in time for
Christmas 2011. The ladies’ walk
will take place between July 12
and 17. To donate see
www.justgiving.com/stmarys-
ladies.

Back - by popular
demand
ORIGINS and Lemons, by the
Riding Lights Theatre Company
was such a success last year it is
touring the UK again during
Autumn 2010.

The show features biblically
based songs, sketches and
stories, and could come to a
venue near you. The company is
looking for venues that could
host the show. They must be
able to seat 150 to 400 people
and face a performance area.

For more information contact
Izzy Harris on
izzy@rltc.orwww.ridinglights.org
or call 01904 655317.

Editors’ workshop
Calling all parish magazine
editors — get  inspired with a
workshop at Diocesan Church
House on Saturday 4
September.

The day is sponsored by
Parish Pump and costs just £5.
To book a place contact Iris
Lloyd on 01488 686372 or email

iris.lloyd@virgin.net.

News
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IN BRIEF

FAITH communities invest more
than £8.5m in employees and
give 12,500 hours each month as
volunteers, a study has revealed. 

The £70,000 Building Better
Neighbourhoods Survey carried
out by the Oxfordshire Stronger
Communities Alliance is
published this month. Its
findings also reveal that faith
groups provide 220 rooms for
community activities other than
worship and contribute
significantly to the tourist
economy. 

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher,
the Bishop of Dorchester, is
chair both of OSCA and of
the Building Better
Neighbourhoods steering group.
He said: “The resulting picture to
emerge is one of rich diversity
with much activity focusing on
children and young people and
on some of the most
disadvantaged and ‘hardest to
reach’ groups in Oxfordshire.” 

The survey was completed by
192 of Oxfordshire’s 450
worshipping communities, which
include Christian, Hindu, Jewish,
Muslim and Sikh groups. Of the
respondents 72 per cent were
from the Church of England with
21 per cent from other Christian
denominations and seven per
cent from other faiths.  

The report states: “Of
particular note is the number of
worshipping communities which
have established independent
projects to support the needs of
children, young people and
families or have established drop-

in centres to support the needs
of all in their local communities.”

It suggests faith communities
are addressing the needs of their
local areas, whether in
combating the effects of the
recession through a credit union
in Blackbird Leys, Oxford, or
anti—social behaviour through a
Street Pastors scheme in
Wantage and Grove.

A formal launch event was to
take place on Wednesday 23 June
at Oxford’s Kassam Stadium.
Speakers included Bishop Colin,
Chief Constable of Thames
Valley Police, Sara Thornton and
Leader of Oxfordshire County
Council Keith Mitchell.

The findings were due to be
presented at Diocesan Synod on
26 June. Synod was to be
asked to thank the
Oxfordshire Stronger
Communities Alliance and all
those involved in producing the
report; to celebrate the
involvement of churches and
other faith communities in
building better neighbourhoods
and to commend the report to
parishes, under the ‘Making a
Difference in the World’ strand
of Living Faith.

Synod was  asked to encourage
the Archbishops’ Council to
seize the opportunity presented
by the Government’s initiative to
engage more fully with the
voluntary, community and faith
sectors to explore how fresh
models for partnership working
and appropriate service
provision at a diocesan and
national level might be
developed.

Faith groups help build
better neighbourhoods
by Jo Duckles

St Michael’s new café gets
active in Spencers Wood

A £120,000 project has seen an area of St Michael’s Church,
Spencers Wood, Berkshire, transformed into a community café.

The church has a space where people can chat over coffee
and cakes or drop in for a snack at lunchtime.  WiFi connection
is available for those who want to catch up with their emails or
do a bit of work away from school or office.  It was partly
funded by the South East England Development Agency,
(SEEDA).

The Bishop of Reading the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell officially
opened the café, christened Caf’Active on Sunday 13 June. The
vicar, the Revd Béatrice Pearson, said: “St Michael’s is very
much a part of the local community, and that’s what this café is
all about.  I meet a lot of people in this job and young mothers
in particular were telling me that they wanted somewhere to get
together and take a few minutes out from their daily routine.
That was really the starting point, and it has snowballed from
there, gaining a lot of support along the way.  

Caf’Active includes a new upstairs gallery area which will be
used for a range of clubs, meetings and activities, including
computer courses, social and craft groups.  It also acts as a
much-needed base for community services such as the Shinfield
Volunteer Drivers Scheme and local police surgeries.  

Béatrice added: “I am absolutely thrilled to see Caf’Active
taking its place within the local landscape. I see this café as an
ideal way of nurturing our partnership with the community, and
am looking forward confidently to a future in which we at St
Michael’s remain at the centre of village life.”

Caf’Active public opening times are: Monday to Saturday
9.30am to 2pm except Tuesday 11am to 2pm serving quality
coffee, tea, soft drinks, cakes and light lunches. See
www.cafactive.org for more information. Raising funds for robes

THE new boys’ choir at Reading
Minster of St Mary the Virgin is set
to walk 10 miles from the Minster
to Henley to raise money for
choir robes and music.

The choir was formed in
February this year by assistant
organist, Peter West.

The boys have a choir
uniform, but want to raise

around £1,500 to cover cassocks
and surplices to become a
traditional robed choir. 

They also want to raise money
for sets of music, which cost
around £50 each.

The walk takes place on Friday
16 July.  To sponsor choir contact
the Minster office on 0118 957
1057.

Centenary celebrations
A NEW chancel ceiling was
dedicated by Bishop John to mark
the centenary of All Saints’
Church, Headington, Oxford.

The service took place on 29
May exactly 100 years after the
church’s consecration.
Decorative panels and improved
lighting have also been installed
at the church to enhance its
beauty and ensure it leaves a
lasting legacy for future
congregation. An exhibition
about the church’s first century
was held, with items including a
cloth on which members
embroidered their names in the
1940s and 1950s. 

Vicar, the Revd Jim Cocke, put
together a festival programme
leaflet, which was delivered to
homes in the parish. 

In the leaflet Bishop John said:
“All Saints’ has borne witness to
the life and love of God for a
hundred years and countless
people have found faith

sustained, renewed and
enriched in that time.”

He also mentioned that the
church is celebrating another
remarkable fact in that “for over
half of this period the Revd Jim
Cocke has been the vicar. 

“Through the years he has
maintained dignity of worship
and depth of pastoral care for all
within reach of the church.”

Celebrations will continue
until the patronal festival on All
Saints’ Day (1 November), with a
programme of services with
preachers who have links to the
church. 

The annual Summer Music
festival will take place with
concerts every Wednesday in July
and August (except 14).  In
addition the Oxford Harmonic
Society will perform Rossini’s
Petit Messe Solemnelle on 19 June
and the Headington Singers will
give a concert entitled
Shakespeare’s Globe on 16 July.

Albin Ismaili



Music and events in Fishguard,
Goodwick, St.Davids Cathedral and

Rhos-y-gilwen Mansion

Highlights: Philharmonia Orchestra, Peter
Donohoe (Chopin), Luca Luciano – 

(clarinet), John S Davies Singers, Cardiff
International Academy of Voice,

CBSO – Innovation Chamber Ensemble 
with Richard Jenkinson and Ben Frith, Young

Musicians' Platforms, Tim Kliphuis 
(jazz violin).  Purbayan Chatterjee (Sitar), BBC
National Orchestra of Wales with Llyr Williams
(piano), Leicestershire Chorale, The National

Youth Orchestra of Wales – and more

Begins July 22nd – August 2nd 2010
Brochure – May 2010

Box Office 01348 875538 (Mid-June)
Enquiries 01348 891345 (Artistic Director)

01348 891226 (Chairman)

WWee  aallll  hhaavvee  oouurr  vveerryy  oowwnn  iiddeeaa  ooff  tthhee  bbeesstt  wwaayy  ttoo
rreellaaxx  oonn  oouurr  ddaayyss  ooffff..  FFoorr  mmaannyy  ttrraavveelllliinngg  bbeecckkoonnss,,
ooffffeerriinngg  aa  wwhhoollee  hhoosstt  ooff  ppllaacceess  ttoo  vviissiitt,,  ssiigghhttss  ttoo  bbee
sseeeenn  aanndd  tthhiinnggss  ttoo  bbee  ddooiinngg..  IItt’’ss  aammaazziinngg  hhooww  wwee
mmaakkee  oouurrsseellvveess  bbuussyy  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  rreellaaxx!!

We are lucky to be living in a country with such

Inspiration all the way
varied landscapes all so close together. From cosy
villages to cosmopolitan cities, steeped in history,
Great Britain has it all particularly with the summer
weather that we enjoyed for much of June.

Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire has
some beautiful countryside and picture postcard
villages. They make a pleasant setting for an
afternoon drive, with plenty of tea shops to drop into
and an incredible range of pleasant walks. Our
churches always provide a pleasant place to spend a
moment in peace. 

A visit to the zoo is a must for family days out. Now
celebrating it’s 40th anniversary, the Cotswold Wildlife
Park at Burford will be open from 10am daily.
Everyone has their favourite animal that they like to
visit in these modern day arks, whether it is the big
cats or something a little more crawly such as ants or
spiders. The meerkats must be increasing in
popularity, and there can be few of us who have not
been moved by their bravery and reluctance to sell
cheap car insurance in some of the current television
advertising! Also being promoted this season is the
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gift shops and cafés.
Rochester Cathedral
brings history
dramatically to life with a
range of audio tours
under the banner,
Ancient Stones, Untold
Stories...’ Well worth a
visit and entry is free.
There’s a special
‘Spiritual tour’ for parish
groups who are willing to
reflect on their tour.

If you are visiting
Wales this year, do try

and visit the well
established Fishguard
Music Festival. 

Now in its 41st year
the event runs from
22nd July to 2nd August. 

Music and events are
held in Fishguard itself,
Goodwick, Rhos-y-
gilwen Mansion and St
David’s Cathedral.
Google the website to
find up to date listings.
and times.

opportunity to walk with
the lemurs and visit the
penguins. As always
there are gardens, picnic
areas and cafeteria. 

Cotswold Wildlife Park
is happy to receive
Sunday School outings,
although the Women’s
Guild would be just as
welcome. Coach outings
are an ideal way to being
church groups together
in a way that filling up a
lot of cars cannot. It
emphasises the larger
family that is the church
and offers a great
chance to get everyone
involved.

Wherever you travel
you are never far from a
beautiful church or
cathedral. Each in its
own way offers a
sanctuary from the hustle
of the day. Many have



Heaven in Ordinary
A NEW ‘Living Faith’ DVD comes out this

month. The short film, called Heaven in
Ordinary: Sustaining the Sacred Centre
through creativity, explores the central
strand of the Living Faith vision. 

The title comes from the George Herbert
poem ‘Prayer’.

“Sustaining the sacred centre is about
encouraging everyone to deepen their
enjoyment of God, and to recognise God’s
presence in everyday life,” says Bishop
John. 

“I hope this new film will inspire us and
help us to think afresh about some of the
ways we encounter God. I’d like to
encourage people to watch it in churches
or small groups, and see where the ideas
explored might take them next on their
spiritual journey.”

The DVD is being distributed to parish
clergy. For more information, contact the
Communications Office on 01865 208225.

Grants for churches
THE new £450,000 Oxfordshire Stronger
Communities Fund is available for projects
to reduce inequalities and deprivation. 

Grants of £3,000 to £20,000 are
available for community and voluntary
organisations including churches. Schemes
that aim to improve people’s health and
well-being, create jobs and improve skills
and improve the environment can apply. For
more information see
www.grantscape.org.uk or all 01908
247634.

Giving children a SureStart
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News
IN BRIEF

5

THE congregation of St Mary’s Church,
Barton, Oxford has raised £40,000 for a
new roof. 

The church was built 50 years ago, when
Barton estate was created, in part to
provide housing for workers at the then
Morris Car plant in Cowley. No
substantial repair work has been done
since them. 

Dr David Bullock looked for sources of

funding and organisations including the
Oxford Historic Churches Trust and the
National Churches Trust contributed
grants.  A craft fair and carol singing
event were among the events used to
raise the cash. 

TODDLERS from west Milton Keynes
were given the special job of officially
opening a brand new Sure Start
Children’s Centre at Christ the Sower
School in Grange Farm.

The centre is part of a £650k project
funded by the Oxford Diocese and
Milton Keynes Council. It has provided
an extension of the school hall and
community facilities. Zane, Nicholas,
Euan and their childminder Angela
Hamilton unveiled a plaque outside the
children’s centre shortly after a whole
school assembly celebrated the school’s
sixth anniversary last month when 425
red and gold balloons, one for every
pupil, were released as part of a balloon
race. The first balloon was reported as
found on the south coast the following
morning.

Angela said: “As a childminder it’s
really useful to have somewhere to go to
share learning and advice with fellow
childminders. I’m also a mum so it’s great

to have somewhere to go to spend time
with my son and take part in the many
activities available so that we develop
together. I hope as many families as
possible from the Grange Farm area will
pay the centre a visit.”

Headteacher Anne Hamilton said: “We
are delighted at Christ the Sower to be
able to have these new facilities which will
benefit the children in our school and
the wider community for years to come.
We have a super new hall for PE, dance,
collective worship, lunchtimes and
Cherry Hall, the Sure Start extension, is
also used daily by Allsorts, our after
school and breakfast club.

“We hope that the community will be
able to make good use of this for events,
beavers, scouts, children’s parties etc in
the future. The close links with the
children’s centre will be of great benefit
to the community and we are enjoying
working in partnership with the Sure
Start team to help provide services that
our community needs.”

Children at the Milton Keynes Sure Start centre. Pic: Milton Keynes Council

Raising (funds for) the roof

by Chaka Artwell

Above, the interior of the Church, Right, the
cross on the roof. Pics: Dr David Bullock.

by Clair Jackson

Country Home Foods provides a selection of meals and
desserts best suited to customers who find it difficult 

or indeed can no longer go shopping or prepare meals 
for themselves.

They can independently choose from our range of meals
which are suitable for their own dietary requirements

and receive regular free delivery, all from the comfort of
their own arm chair.

To receive your own copy of the 2010 brochure and the
opportunity to try a free meal brought directly to you at

no charge at all Freephone 0800 1384 620 now!

Please quote DOOR with your request for information

Fine furniture for church and home

Ronald Emett
01935 891033 ronald@emett.co.uk

See it all at
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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Our own General Election
General Synod

Spotlight on...

It’s your Church of England (and God’s,
of course – that goes without saying).
And your General Synod. If you don’t

like what it decides about women bishops,
the clergy’s terms of service, or the rules
about marriages taking place in our
churches, now is your chance to say so. 

The General Synod can change our
rules. It is the only body outside
Parliament that can make law binding on
the citizens of this country  Once every
five years, a new General Synod is
elected, and 2010 is one of those years.

There are three houses in the Synod:
bishops, clergy and laity.  You don’t get a
choice about the bishops (not this way,
anyway) but the clergy members (called
‘Proctors in Convocation’) are elected by
clergy beneficed or licensed in the
diocese, and the lay members are elected
by the lay members of deanery synods.
Anyone on an electoral roll in the
diocese can stand for election as a lay
member.

Synod processes are very like
Parliament, with a tight timetable and a
detailed body of rules for running the
election. The voting system is not ‘first
past the post’. It is ‘Single Transferable
Vote’ - a bit like the ‘Alternative Vote’ the
secular politicians have been talking
about. In this respect at least the Church
of England was at the cutting edge of
electoral reform before some people now
in Government were out of their cradles! 

The General Synod will be dissolved by
The Queen on 13 July, at the end of the

July sessions.  Between now and then,
Howard Cattermole, the Diocesan
Electoral Registration Officer, will check
and re-check the names of qualified
electors with all the deaneries.  Please do
your best to help him if you are an area
dean, lay chair or deanery secretary.  It’s
a major task, and he needs to get it right.

Then as Presiding Officer for the
diocese, I will run the election according

to the timetable you will see in the box on
this page. 

There will be some major issues to face
during the next five years, and the
decisions General Synod makes will affect
the life of our Church for many years
beyond that.  So if you have a vote, don’t
waste it, and if you have views you want to
get across, make sure the candidates get
to hear them.

My arrival on General Synod came
after the tragic death of David
Goldie, then Archdeacon of

Buckingham, after a long battle with
leukaemia. At that time each diocese
elected one archdeacon, and when David
died, I was elected to represent the Diocese
of Oxford. 

Arriving in Synod mid-term was
difficult as the induction programme for
new members is not available after a bye-
election. At first I found the parliament-
like procedures bewildering and I only
felt I had a reasonable understanding of
how to make a difference after two years.
This is difficult to do alone and most
Synod members who are effective find
ways of networking with others who share
their interests and concerns.  

Most of those elected to Synod will find
that they not only make new friends, but
rediscover old ones.   I was astonished to
find that there were no fewer than four
members of the Synod who had been
members of a student group which I led
after Evensong as a curate in Bristol in
the early 1970s.   

Once elected there are opportunities
to serve on committees and working
parties of the Archbishops’ Council, or
indeed on the Council itself. There are
also elections to bodies such as the
Church Commissioners and the Church
of England Pensions Board.   

My own election as Prolocutor (Chair)
of the Lower House of the Convocation
of Canterbury (ie the clergy) together

with its membership of the Archbishops’
Council after only three years on Synod
came as a great surprise.  I had moved
two significant amendments towards the
end of the previous Synod and both were
carried.   The first related to adequate
provision for those who cannot accept
women bishops, when legislation was
being proposed to allow the ordination
of women as bishops. The second led to
the exclusion of the draft provisions for
the transfer of ownership of benefice
property (parsonage houses, churches
and churchyards) from the ownership of
the rector or vicar to diocesan boards of
finance. 

These amendments led a small number
of Anglo-Catholics to ask me to stand.
This had not been on my agenda, but as
I do not have an Anglo-Catholic
background it seemed to me that perhaps
I could play some small role in trying to
keep the Church of England together. 

To my astonishment I was elected.  Now
near the end of my ministry, I can say that
it has been most interesting to participate
in the inner workings of the Church of
England at national level.  Sometimes
however it has been very hard work on
top of my day job as an archdeacon.   I
have got to know most of the senior staff
of the various divisions of Church House,
Westminster, and am pleased to be able
to testify, not only to their commitment,
but also to the very high quality of those
who serve as the church’s ‘civil servants’.
The Ven. Norman Russell is Archdeacon of
Berkshire and Prolocutor of the Lower
House of the Convocation of Canterbury. 

A personal perspective 

By John Rees

By Norman Russell

Election dates:
20 July - Nomination papers issued
3 September - Close of nomimation
papers
17 September - Voting papers issued
20 September to 1 October - Election
hustings in archdeaconries
8 October - Close of voting
12 October - Election count
23 November - HM Queen opens new
Synod

The Synod chamber and below, The Ven Norman Russell. General Synod

ONLINE

@For more information see
www.oxford.anglican.org/generalsyn
od and
www.generalsynodelections2010.org

Tilsley House Residential Care 
Home for the Elderly & Tranquil
House Sheltered Accommodation

Weston-super-Mare
ROOMS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE

Tilsley House and Tranquil House are highly regarded
Homes near the sea front which enjoy a delightful

Christian atmosphere and excellent standards 
of care and comfort.

For more information contact 
Rachel Clapham, Manager on 01934 626933

Charity Number 1066832
Company Number 3471812

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD0710

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

GREENS FUNERAL
SERVICES
Established 1866

A family owned business with five
generations of experience, offering a
personal dignified  24 hour service

Private Chapels of Rest

Directors Annie Green and Ian Green 

21 High Street, Eynsham, Oxford
Tel: 01865 880837
Fax: 01865 882831

8 Bridge Street, Witney,
Oxford & Memorial Showroom

Telephone 01993 776486
greensfs@aol.com

SEEKS NEW
MANUSCRIPTS

IN ALL
SUBJECTS
For an appraisal 

contact (Ref: DR)
St Thomas’ Place, Ely,

Cambridgeshire, CB7 4GG

Phone: 
01353 646608

Email:
info@melrosebooks.co.uk

MELROSE
BOOKS

Established 1969
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LAST summer an estimated 10,000 children across Oxfordshire, Berkshire and
Buckinghamshire heard Gospel messages thanks to summer events organised by
churches.

And Yvonne Morris, Diocesan Youth Adviser, committed to praying for any holiday
club, activity day or outreach event. She also recruited other people from Diocesan
Church House and beyond, to pray for the events. 

Yvonne says: “I'd love to make the same comitment this year and again get others
praying too, so if you have an event over the summer holidays and would like us to
pray in the lead up to, and daily, throughout it, please send me details of the name
and place of the church, the theme of the event and an estimate of the number of
children attending.” Please email information to yvonne.morris@oxford.anglican.org.

Pictured are children enjoying the wacky fun at a recent Doug Horley Praise Party
at St Matthew’s Church, Oxford. The event attracted more than 100 children, from
churches in Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire.

Pics: KT Bruce. ktbrucephotography.com

Family
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Review: The Miracle of St Ralph
A TALE of a teenager training to run the
Boston Marathon in the hope that the
reward will be his mother waking from her
coma did not fill me with high
expectations.

I thought I’d be watching a low level
version of Chariots of Fire (a brilliant film)
with a huge dollop of saccharin but my
cynicism was blown out of the water. This
is Chariots standard with a sprinkling of
Napoleon Dynamite humour and clever
cinematography that makes it a  pleasure
to watch. Be warned, the first few scenes
are hilarious but a bit rude and must
have earned the movie its 12 certificate. 

The risqué element doesn’t last and
what ensues is an entertaining and
moving story. Ralph is a likeable, naughty
schoolboy who is constantly called into
the headmaster’s office of his Catholic
school. Running is one of the many
punishments doled out to him, and it’s
there that this unlikely athlete decides
on his marathon goal in a desperate bid
not to become an orphan. Throw in a
headteacher determined to stop Ralph’s
marathon attempt, a  romance and in
The Miracle of St Ralph we have a highly
watchable, funny and enjoyable film.

Jo Duckles

WIN A DVD
THE Door has three copies of The
Miracle of St Ralph to give away in this
month’s prize draw.                             

For the chance to win send your
name and address on a postcard to
The Miracle of St Ralph
competition, The Door,
Diocesan Church
House, North
Hinksey Lane,
Oxford OX2 0NB,
to reach us no later
than Monday 9
August.

Happy campers
CHEARSLEY villagers had hoped for good
weather for their camping weekend, but
had not expected a heatwave. 

A total of 32 families and 117 people
joined in the weekend, which took place
in a field in the village.  The star of the
show was ‘water’ - a popular water slide,
water bombs, water pistols, a pond to
splash in and, of course, plenty to drink,
through the event. 

The camping took place in a field
belonging to Paul and Ann Perrson.
There were other activities such as a
Village Trail quiz; It’s a Knockout; a
barbecue supper and a campfire, with
vicar, the Revd John Wynburne leading
the singing. 

On Sunday a shanty town was built out
of large cardboard boxes and an open air
service was held with the focus on the
Christian charity Habitat for Humanity.
Habitat is an international organisation,
with its UK base in Banbury,
Oxfordshire, which works to provide
houses for people who live in shanty
towns. Through the course of the year,
Chearsley villagers are aiming to raise
£1,235 which is the cost of one Habitat
house which will make a real difference
to the life of a family. 

Ann summed up the weekend, saying:
“All in all, it was a very happy, relaxed
and hugely enjoyable weekend for
families of Chearsley.”



8 Advertisement Feature

Deciding on full time education is a
tremendously important choice. 

In many cases the subject chosen can have
repercussions throughout life, forming for many
students the foundations of a lifetime’s career.
For a Christian of any age the choice of a
theological, secular or social subject is likely to
be emphasised as it will effect the student’s
chosen path in the future.

A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken
in deciding what path to follow, even when
inherent talents seem to make the choice a little

more obvious. For younger Christians the path
may have already been discussed when
choosing subjects for ‘A’ levels but for many
older Christians starting a course could well be
a part of a change in life’s direction. It is worth
spending time with family, friends and even the
vicar when making these choices.

There’s also the choice of college. For many
some time away from home at university can be
a time of self-discovery and growing, although
others may well prefer somewhere closer to
home. This can be due to the commitments such
as family responsibilities or commitments to the

FFoouunnddaattiioonnss  ffoorr  tthhee  ffuuttuurree
theDoor JULY/AUGUST 2010

local church or other organisations. Travelling
times are also quicker, a boon for most students.
Financial considerations can also be a reason to
study a little closer to home.

There are many excellent Colleges and
Universities offering the conveniences of city
life coupled with short journey times home. In
some cases the sea is not far away.

For all the challenge of full time study should
prove to be rewarding and fulfilling.

There will also be those who might be
interested in one of the many distance-learning
courses available today. There are many on offer
catering for all ages and abilities. Such courses
can help you in your private devotions and
understanding of the Scriptures.
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Spirituality in metropolis

Do you have a favourite walk
where you pray that you’d like to
share?  Contact us on 01865
208225 or jo.duckles@oxford.
anglican.org

V
isitors unfamiliar with Milton
Keynes are often thrown by
the grid system of the road
layout, long-term resident
Don Head tells me. Once

you’ve grasped it, it’s dead simple. But
what you might all too easily miss,
driving through, is the huge amount of
green space and the extensive network
of cycle ways and footpaths that links it
all together.

Milton Keynes, as it turns out, is
made up of 40 per cent green space and
boasts an impressive 22 million trees.
Perhaps best known for its massive
shopping centre and the famous
concrete cows, it’s a young town (mainly
dating from the 1970s) with ambitions
to become a city when it grows up.
The prayer walk begins at Willen Lake in
north east Milton Keynes. First stop(1) is
the church of St Mary Magdalene (part
of the Stantonbury and Willen Team
Ministry and an ecumenical
congregation www.willenchurch.org.uk).
The church was designed by Robert
Hooke, a contemporary of Christopher
Wren, in around 1680. It is a beautiful
and peaceful place, and generally open
during daylight hours. You may like to
start the walk with a spell of quiet prayer
inside. Nearby is Willen Hospice
(www.willen-hospice.org.uk), which
provides palliative care. Pray for the sick
and dying (those you know and those
you don’t) and for those dedicated to
their care.

From the church it is a short walk to
the Well (www.thewellatwillen.org.uk)
which offers conference training and
meeting facilities. There is a well stocked
library which visitors can enjoy. Here
you may like to think about “sanctuary”
in its purest sense. Pray for all those who
offer others hospitality and time for
spiritual reflection.

Walking south east towards the
centre of Milton Keynes, you can enjoy
the fruits of the landscaping that took

place when the town was built. As well as
the lake, which houses a bird sanctuary,
there is a labyrinth mown into the grass,
with a “tree of life” to be discovered in
the centre. You might like to think of
the twists and turns your own spiritual
life has taken. When have you felt lost,
and when has the way ahead seemed
clear?

Up on the rise ahead you will see the
Peace Pagoda, (2) built in 1980 by the
monks and nuns of Nipponzan
Myohojii, and the first such pagoda in
the western hemisphere. The frieze tells
the story of Buddha from his birth 2500
years ago to his death 50 years later.
Pause here and pray for world peace
and for healing between nations. Pray
for understanding between different
faiths.

At this point you can take a
diversion up to the Camphill
Community Café for refreshments
(www.camphill-miltonkeynes.co.uk).
Otherwise continue onwards for a short
way alongside the main road (A509) and
then take the underpass and head for
Campbell Park. 

The next stop is the extraordinary
Cathedral of the Trees (3). This is
exactly what it sounds like: an outdoor
cathedral, based on the footprint of
Norwich Cathedral and designed in
1986 by the landscape architect Neil
Higson. He used different species of
trees to represent the character of the
different sections of the cathedral:
hornbeam and lime for the nave,
evergreens for the central tower and
spires, flowering cherry and apple for
the chapels. In the spring, bulbs
represent the sun shining through
stained glass windows onto the ground.
Here, give thanks for the joy of green
spaces in our towns and cities, and for
the pleasure of discovering flowers or
hearing birdsong in unexpected places.

You now cross the Grand Union canal,
(4) which today is largely used for
pleasure purposes but was once a major
thoroughfare. Give thanks for those who
move essential supplies around the
country today, often working anti-social
hours to make deliveries that
it is easy to take for granted. 

Carry on through Campbell
Park (5) and you will see the
town centre ahead of you.
Central Milton Keynes houses
a vast shopping centre, a
theatre, art gallery, ice rink,
and snow dome. As you walk
through, pause and pray for
all those who provide us with
our daily needs. Pray that we
may use careful judgement
about the human cost of the
goods we buy.

The walk ends at Christ the
Cornerstone (6) (pictured
left) which stands
prominently in the centre of

Milton Keynes
(www.cornerstonemk.org.uk). The
church was opened in 1992 as the first
ecumenical city centre church in the
UK. It has a beautiful chapel which is
always available for private prayer and
meditation. There is also a café. Pray for
the work of Christ the Cornerstone and
its mission in the heart of Milton
Keynes. Pray for those who find the pace
of life a struggle, and come to the
church in need of help, solace or a
listening ear.

Remember those who offer help to
young people in our city centres. Pray
that we may all seek opportunities in our
lives for deeds of kindness and
hospitality to others.  

For the sixth of our series of
prayer walks Sarah Meyrick
visits Milton Keynes with Don
Head. 
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Milton Keynes Partnership
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T
he people of Essex (and
environs) may not be lucky in
everything, writes Bishop John,
but in one thing at least they
are truly blessed – they have the

right man coming to be their bishop.
Bishop Stephen has been a huge gift to

the Diocese of Oxford. He is a natural
leader and has brought a real passion for
the gospel into every corner of his ministry.
As Bishop Alan said in his blog: ‘He runs
Gospel (or Evangelical) software on
Catholic hardware.’ We have all felt the
stimulus of his warm insistence that our task
is to share the love of God that we’ve seen in
Jesus.

He came to be Bishop of Reading when
nerves were somewhat frayed and he
quickly allayed fears and warmed hearts as
he directed people’s gaze back to the
essentials of God and the gospel. The
Reading Area in particular has benefited
from his inspiring preaching, stimulating
ideas and rich pastoral care. Anglicans in
Berkshire (including ‘occupied

Berkshire’!) are in good heart. He has
worked very hard, but the energy for that
work has been the unseen root-system of
prayer and waiting on God.

Stephen has a great knack of cutting
through the verbiage of church politics and
the accompanying squabbling, and
bringing people back to the heart of the
matter. He is steeped in the Bible and
brings it alive in his teaching and writing.
His books on The Things He Carried and The
Things He Said demonstrate the way he
holds the human and divine narratives
together in a single vision and offers that
vision to renew our faith. The result is that
he is always in demand as a speaker and he
never fails to deliver the goods.

One of the most attractive things about
Bishop Stephen is the way he affirms and
enjoys life in so many different dimensions.
He’s very knowledgeable about film and
uses it in stimulating ways. He regularly
reads poetry. 

He times his journeys around the diocese
by the length of pieces of classical music. He
lights up when he talks about Stanley
Spencer. He feeds on jazz, and often feeds
the family on his cooking.  He juggles, plays
the ukulele (not many people know that),
and loves above all spending time with his
wife Rebecca and their three boys Joseph,
20, Benjamin, 16 and Samuel, 14.

The family have faithfully followed
Stephen around as he has moved from
being a parish priest in London and
Chichester, a missioner in Wakefield and
canon pastor in Peterborough cathedral
and then to Reading six years ago. The
odyssey continues but hopefully there will
now be many years of stability in
Chelmsford so that Rebecca can continue
her work as a potter and lecturer in
ceramics, and the boys can complete their
education in peace. 

Stephen will move on to an even larger
stage, but with all the gifts we have enjoyed
coming to full flower in him as one of God’s
great evangelists in episcopal orders. Thank
you, Stephen; we are hugely in your debt.

AS outgoing Bishop of Reading the Rt Revd Stephen  Cottrell packs his bags to move to Chelmsford,
the Door looks back on his six years of service to the Diocese. 

Essex man heads home

Shoe shine bishop: shining shoes in Reading town centre in the run up to Easter 2007. 

Get me to the church on time: Promoting the CofE’s Weddings
Project in Reading in 2008. (Above and left.) Pics: KT Bruce. 

Pic: Rebecca Cottrell

The Son is a proactive,
provocative and
uncompromising newspaper
which aims to put Jesus back
at the centre of society.

Written and presented in an
easy to read tabloid style,
based on the UK’s biggest 
circulation newspapers, The
Son is an ideal tool to reach
believers and unbelievers as
well.

As well as up-to-the-minute
news, showbiz and sport from
the paper, we bring you some
uplifting testimonies and
insight from The Son’s
brilliant team of columnists.

The current edition of The
Son includes stories on Ringo
Starr, Simon MacCorkindale,
Denzel Washington, Ruby
Turner, Dmitar Berbatov, Paul
Azinger and many more.

It’s an ideal tool for
outreach. Why not use The
Son to reach your 
community?

Order your copies today:
www.theson.org.uk
or call The Son hotline on
01752 225623.

‘Enjoyed the paper - looks
great. Well done!’

Jeremy Vine
BBC Radio 2

The Son.
We love him!

BIG  NAMES 

ARE IN 
THE SON

Spring 2010
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BRAZILIAN SKIPPER LUCIO HOPES TO GET HIS HANDS ON THE WORLD CUP  SEE PAGE 15

Former

Beatle

reveals

he has 

‘found

God’

TREASURED GIRL PAGE 5 

SEESTHE

BINGO!
RINGO
SEES THE
LIGHT

SOUL STAR RUBY TUNES

INTO GOSPEL SEE PAGE 3

FORMER Beatle Ringo Starr has revealed

that he has ‘found God.’

The rock legend, who celebrates his 70th

birthday in July, broke the news in an

interview with the Los Angeles Star 

newspaper while recording his new album

‘Y Not.’

See full story on centre pages

Striker

Dimitar

Berbatov

eyes the

title and

the Bible

‘Prayer is so precious’

says actor 

Simon 

MacCorkindale
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Six years ago being the Bishop of
Reading meant media attention on a
grand scale. For all the wrong

reasons this was a post everyone knew
about. So when Bishop Richard phoned
me about taking it on, my main emotion
was dread and foreboding. It felt like the
Church of England was passing me its
poisoned chalice. 

I had never met Bishop Richard before.
We rendezvoused at the House of Lords
(where else?) and after two hours of some
pretty heavy chewing of the cud, I agreed
to my name going forward.  Several
months later I was consecrated bishop at a
wonderful service in St Paul’s Cathedral. 

There wasn’t a lot of joy to begin with. I
wasn’t sure that I would be  able to shake
off the hurts, confusions and
disappointments of what had gone before.
But one thing emerged fairly quickly: after
all that had happened, and whatever side
you happened to be on, people wanted it
to work. The prevailing view seemed to be
this: whoever becomes the next Bishop of
Reading is going to need some support.

And that’s what I got. And it is what I
have enjoyed to this day. Tremendous
support for a tremendous job.  As I started
to get to know the clergy, the people and
the parishes of the Berkshire
Archdeaconry, so I discovered a great will
to make things work, to put differences to
one side, and to focus on an agenda that
was less concerned with the church and
more focused on the world. Even though
the press followed me about, and for a
couple of months I felt like the world’s
leading expert on fielding questions about
gay bishops, I stick by what I said very
nervously on the Today programme the day
I was appointed: in families we don’t always

agree, and we don’t always get on, but that
doesn’t mean we stop loving each other.

As bishop I felt it was my role to hold
together the unity of the Church, to
properly embody that generous love to all
that is Christ’s gift to the world, and to try
and lead the agenda of the Church away
from itself and back towards the needs of
God’s people, especially the need to make
Christ known.

That is what I have happily spent the last
six years doing. Ably supported by
Archdeacon Norman, without whom I’m
not sure I could have survived at all, I have
tried to bring the Christian faith into the
market places of the world, supporting the
local church, but also creating an
environment where the gospel is once
again encountered in all its rich and
disturbing clarity, and where the
confidence of the church to live and
proclaim this faith, despite our difficulties,
is enhanced.  

I have tried to be an evangelist and a
teacher. I have marched in London for
climate change justice, chaired election
meetings in Tilehurst, taken the clergy of
the Archdeaconry to France, joined
blockades at Aldermaston, addressed
rallies in Trafalgar Square, said Mass at the
gates of Faslane, handed out egg timers at
Reading Station, joined Christians of all
denominations for mission events in
Reading and Wokingham and Abingdon,
spoken at men’s breakfasts, homeless
centre lunches and business leaders
dinners; I have shined shoes in Broad
Street, baptized and confirmed hundred
of new Christians, presided at the funerals
of young soldiers who have died in
Afghanistan, given out mince pies in
Bracknell and Easter eggs in Newbury; and

all of it so that Christ may be proclaimed
and his love and service shown to the
world. 

My highlight? Well, it is always hard to
pick out one thing, but I do remember
that when I became a bishop I thought I
would have to leave behind the work I had
always enjoyed doing with children and
young people. However, I have taken shed
loads of assemblies at I don’t know how
many schools across Berkshire, chaired the
Diocesan Board of Education in an
exciting period of expansion and
development, road tested and then
published a book of short stories about the
inimitable Naughty Nora; so best of all I
remember the church schools and the
children and the great joy of sharing the
Christian faith with them. Despite all the
pressures and occasional heartaches of
episcopal ministry, it is their witness to me
that has kept my own faith going.
Therefore I leave the Oxford diocese as I
arrived: a child of God, excited by the
possibilities of the gospel and the new
beginnings that God offers us in Christ.

End notes - from the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell

That’s Asda nice: Bishop Stephen preaching at a Harvest Festival service in Lower Earley in 2009.

Flipping good: promoting his Lent book last year

COUNSELLING
REV. HEATHER McGIVERN
Short or long term counselling by

experienced and qualified practitioner.
Spiritual direction also offered.

Methodist Minister
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF)

Tel: 0118 973 4801

The Old Coach House, 53b Rear Oxford Street
Weston-super-Mare, Somerset BS23 1TR

Telephone & Fax: 01934 618111
Email: info@fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk

www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk

Quality bespoke church furniture
makers from concept to delivery.
Single items to complete re-orders.
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TThhuurrssddaayy  11  JJuullyy

OXFORD: St Frideswide Church,
Botley Road at 7.30pm. Organ recital
(£5 inc wine and nibbles). 

FFrriiddaayy  22  JJuullyy

PRESTWOOD: Holy Trinity Church at
7.30pm. Talk by Canon David Winter
‘The Bible is Boring, Unbelievable
and Irrelevant!’ Details 01494
863627 or 868537.

OXFORD: ‘Christian History on a
lunatic scale: book and television’ -
talk by Prof Diarmaid MacCulloch at
3pm at Wolfson College. Details
01491 872248.

SSaattuurrddaayy  33  JJuullyy  

THAME: Musical ‘Exodus’ presented
by combined churches of Chinnor at
7.30pm at Christchurch, Thame.
Details 01844 351096.

WINGRAVE: SS Peter and Paul will
be holding their annual Patronal
festival today and tomorrow.

HAWKRIDGE: St Mary’s will be
holding their patronal festival today
from 2pm - 5pm and tomorrow all
day. Details 01494 758332.

CHESHAM: Come and listen to Mark
Griffiths present a talk on the
importance of child evangelism,
followed by a training session. At St
Mary’s Church from 9.30am - 1pm.
Details 01494 792722. 

SSuunnddaayy  44  JJuullyy

WOUGHTON ON THE GREEN: St
Mary’s gardens are open from 2pm -
6pm. Details 01908 665113.

STONE: Gardens open from 2pm -
5pm. Evensong in the church at
5.30pm. 

FREELAND: ‘Songs of praise’ at St
Mary’s at 6pm. Details 01993
883600.

BLEWBURY: St Birinus Pilgrimage
begins at 1pm from Churn Knob to
Dorchester Abbey. Pilgrimage service
at 6.30pm in Dorchester Abbey with
the Bishop of Dorchester. Details
01865 340007 or 341066.

FFrriiddaayy  99  JJuullyy

READING: Minster Church of St
Mary the Virgin at 12.15pm. A half
hour recital of organ music. 

SSaattuurrddaayy  1100  JJuullyy

OXFORD: Concert at St Andrew’s

Church, Linton Road at 7.30pm.
Details 01865 314849.

SANDFORD ON THAMES: St
Andrew’s are holding a flower festival
and fete today and flower festival
tomorrow.

TThhuurrssddaayy  1155  JJuullyy

OXFORD: Oxfordshire Historic
Churches Trust - ‘In the steps of
Cardinal Newman’. A walking tour in
Oxford. Cost £20. Details 01865
316431.

SSuunnddaayy  1188  JJuullyy

FINCHAMPSTEAD: St James’
Church at 4pm. Civic service with the
Bishop of Reading. 

LOWER BASILDON: St
Bartholomew’s Church Open Day
from 2 - 4pm. 

TTuueessddaayy  2200  JJuullyy

RETIRED CLERGY ASSOCIATION:
Outing to Mapledurham House,
Caversham. Details 01865 880210.

FFrriiddaayy  2233  JJuullyy

FINCHAMPSTEAD: St James’
Church are holding a flower festival
today and tomorrow plus a garden
party at 5pm on 25 July.  Details
0118 973 0133.

FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, Near
Henley. Healing service with laying on
of hands and anointing at Holy
Communion at 10.15am. Details
01491 571231.

SSaattuurrddaayy  2244  JJuullyy

RUSCOMBE: A ‘Patronal Festival
Organ Concert’ at 7pm in St James
the Great.

SSuunnddaayy  2255  JJuullyy

DORCHESTER ON THAMES:
Praise@7 - Informal worship at
Dorchester Abbey at 7pm. 

SSaattuurrddaayy  3311  JJuullyy

ABINGDON: St Helen’s Church are
holding a coffee morning, cake and
bric a brac sale in aid of Leukemia
Research from 10am - 12 noon.

SSuunnddaayy  11  AAuugguusstt

IVER: St Peter’s Church are holding
tower tours and cream teas every
Sunday in August from 2pm - 5pm.

SSaattuurrddaayy  77  AAuugguusstt

OXFORD: Open Garden at the
Bishop’s House, 27 Linton Road from
2pm - 5pm in aid of The Archway
Foundation (£3.50 adults, £1child.)

SSuunnddaayy  88  AAuugguusstt

DORCHESTER ON THAMES: Organ
music played by Sylvia Collins in
Dorchester Abbey from 2pm.

SSaattuurrddaayy  1144  AAuugguusstt

FREELAND: Drop in quiet day at the
Old Parsonage from 10am - 4pm. 

SSuunnddaayy  2222  AAuugguusstt

DORCHESTER ON THAMES:
Taize@7 - Informal worship at
Dorchester Abbey at 7pm.  

MMoonnddaayy  3300  AAuugguusstt

CHOLESBURY: Hawkridge and
Cholesbury are holding a joint fete at
Cholesbury village hall from 1.30pm.

LOWER BASILDON: St
Bartholomews Church Open day
from 11am - 3pm.

The Doorpost
The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The
deadline for the September 2010 issue is 6 August.

Courses, training, conferences & workshops in July/August 2010

13

‘SPEAKING IN CHURCH’ - This
course is designed for anyone who
speaks in church (whether it is
reading the Bible, giving notices, etc).
At St James Church Centre,
Woodley from 10am - 12.30pm on
Saturday  3 July- Cost £10. Details:
sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org

PRAYER WORKSHOP: An
opportunity to enhance your prayer
life and your ability to help others do
the same. Part of the Continuing
Ministerial Development programme.
From 10am - 4pm at Diocesan
Church House on  7 July.  Details
from jeni.hobbs@oxford.anglican.org

TAIZÉ PILGRIMAGE: The Diocesan

Youth Adviser will be taking a group
of young people (aged 15 - 30) to
Taizé from 24 July - 2 August.
Spaces still available - Details from
youthofficer@oxford.anglican.org

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION: An
Ecumenical , one year introductory
course from September at Douai
Abbey.  Details from
lynette@innpact.co.uk or 01844
343442.

GOD AND PHYSICS
CONFERENCE: 7 to 10 July at St
Anne’s College, Oxford and the
Clarendon Laboratory.  Details from
cynthia.hall@theology.ox.ac.uk

Courses & special events

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion;
10am Matins (coffee in Priory
Room); 11.15am Sung Eucharist;
6pm Evensong.
Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer;
7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm
Wednesday only Holy Communion;
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung
Eucharist 6pm).
After Eight: Time to reflect, time to
pray. Contemporary liturgies for mind
and spirit on Sundays at 8pm.   

Tel: 01865 276155
www.chch.ox.ac.uk

Services at Christ
Church Cathedral

Taizé Pilgrimage 2009 - Details of this year’s trip below.

How big is your vision for reaching children?
At REinspired we aim to see every child in every 

local school every year so that they can find out from 
ordinary Christians what Christians believe.

JJooiinn  uuss  ffoorr

AA  ddaayy  ccoonnffeerreennccee  eeqquuiippppiinngg  yyoouu  aanndd  yyoouurr  cchhuurrcchh  
wwiitthh  pprraaccttiiccaall  sskkiillllss  aanndd  aa  pprroovveenn  aapppprrooaacchh  ttoo  
ssuuppppoorrtt  llooccaall  sscchhoooollss  tthhrroouugghh  RREE  &&  aasssseemmbblliieess

TThhuurrssddaayy  1155tthh  JJuullyy  1100aamm--  44ppmm
AAtt  SStt  NNiiccoollaass  CChhuurrcchh,,  SSuuttcclliiffffee  AAvveennuuee,,  EEaarrlleeyy,,  RReeaaddiinngg

££3355  ppeerr  ppeerrssoonn  iinncclluuddiinngg  lluunncchh,,  rreeffrreesshhmmeennttss  &&  rreessoouurrcceess

To book a place or to find out what we do call us on 
0118 966 3929, email events@reinspired.org.uk or 

visit www.reinspired.org.uk
Churches Together in Early and East Reading Schools Work Project

Registered Charity No 1109291

Cornerstone Vision publishes this Diocesan
newspaper. We also serve the needs of
businesses all over the UK with excellent

design and print services

• Business Stationery • Brochures
• Leaflets • Websites

For a competitive quote and
great customer service

Tel: 01752 225623
service@cornerstonevision.com
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‘Impacting youth and the wider community
for good through FM radio, contemporary Christian

music and a globally influential website!’
IMPACTING YOUTH...

“As I am writing this email to you now, it’s the night before my 
birthday. How quickly do they seem to come around! It will be a
whole year, since the night I sat on the phone, with you and cried.
And you prayed. And then sent an email, to say I was being prayed
for and thought of.

“This time last year, I was only a couple of months on from the 
overdose I had taken and miraculously survived, and to be honest, a
lot of the time I was still wondering why I hadn’t managed to do the
job properly.

“And the night before my 24th birthday, the night we spoke on the
phone, I was in such a dark place still, that I was seriously 
contemplating trying again and doing a better job. I didn’t feel I had
any rope to hold on to and it was all pretty bleak.

“I want you to know that the very fact that someone was on the end
of a phone, that night, and willing to talk with me, and pray, and not
make me feel like an outcast or a freak was a lifesaving piece of
rope, even though you may not have realised it at the time. It gave
me the rope I needed to hold on to, to make it through that night.

“ Without doing something that would have been unwise.The next
day, more hope arrived, when you emailed me. Because I figured that
if someone, reasonably random and unconnected to me, could be
somewhere else in the country but thinking of me, then surely I 
couldn’t be all that bad a person.”

“A young pregnant girl was in a car and Cross Rhythms Teesside was
playing. She was planning on having an abortion, however just at that
time the Policeman story came on - the one about the policeman who
God uses to save a pregnant lady who was going to have an abortion.
Anyway, this girl heard the story and made a decision not to go
through with her abortion.We saw her baby just before Christmas”.

“Hi, I have some exciting news. Me and Ben have been speaking to a
girl who’s gotten pregnant and the guy doesn’t want to know her
anymore (she isn’t a Christian). She went to a church on Sunday and
told them her situation and they told her ‘you’ll be a bad influence to
our young people’ and asked her to leave.

“She’s been saying its put her off church all together.Well today she
said she heard the Policeman story on Cross Rhythms last night, (the
one you keep playing on the show about the policeman that shares
his story about the woman going for an abortion), and she gave her
life to God!! So excited!!”

“Hi! I downloaded your podcast on self harm after my friend sent it
to me thinking it might help. I have self harmed for 9 months. I have
good times and bad times. I have been trying to tell someone. I 
listened to your podcast nightly for the last few nights.

“ Although I am not a Christian, it really helped me. I booked with the
nurse to see the counsellor again, who I saw before but never told her
anything. I saw her today and told her. It feels so much better.Thank
you so much you have helped me heaps”.

The national Cross Rhythms media ministry has
been tested, proven and matured over 27 years
and today it is proving its ability to powerfully
engage the youth of our nation and reach those

outside our church walls through media.
Just read the stories on this page, from only the last few months,
to catch a glimpse of that effectiveness.

The wonderful stories of lives changed are awesome and worth
celebrating, but the question remains:What about the millions of
other youth in our nation? How vital is a media voice like Cross
Rhythms in these days?

Recent research amongst teenagers reveals the following:

- Two-thirds of teenagers believe religion is bad and ‘has a 
negative influence on the world’

- 55% say family, friends, money and entertainment are more important.

- Half of teenagers claim they have never prayed and 16 per cent
have never been to church.

- Three in ten believe in an afterlife but one in ten believes in reincarnation.

The truth is there is a fierce battle for the souls of a younger
generation, and indeed for the people of our cities and 
communities, but Cross
Rhythms has grown up learning
how to engage in the fight and
been trained and prepared
over 27 years for the greater
battles ahead. Even other UK
media players recognise our
readiness: a recent issue of
Youthwork magazine declared
Cross Rhythms ‘The most
youth-friendly Christian
broadcaster by far…’

In addition our website 
(complete with prayer rooms
and lifestyle Christian teaching)
reaches more than 800,000
different people every year of
which 65% are under 35.

Significant bridges into the community are being made and a
growing sphere of influence for the kingdom of God is resulting.
When Jesus described the Kingdom of God he said it was like a
little ‘yeast that works itself through a large batch of dough’.That
is how God is using Cross Rhythms in UK cities.

There are already three Cross Rhythms FM stations in Stoke,
Plymouth and Teesside; plus we are supporting another station in
Coventry. In our ongoing vision to see 10 such stations in the
cities of our nation we are also in discussion with groups in
three other cities. Something we hope to see established over
the next few years, in a time when the Christian voice and
Christian values in our nation are getting more and more 
undermined.

The battle for souls and for a clear Christian voice in our nation
is entering a new phase and we know we have been aligned and
prepared for these days ahead.

Yet one thing is still not fully in position. It is the area that is
continually contested and could take us out if not established at
sufficient strength. It is the severe restrictions on this ministry
for lack of resource.We truly need the support of mature
Christians who can see this vision and get behind it even if they
are not the consumers of it.

If you feel stirred to identify with the work of this ministry; that
this is a ministry God would lead you to push with to see the
advance of his kingdom in the days ahead; to join with us to
reach the youth and the wider community in our nation; then 
I invite you to take that step of aligning with our work by 
completing the form here.

IMPACTING CITIES...
Feedback has shown that Cross Rhythms is heard in taxis,
hairdressers, barbers, chip shops, universities, schools, the
Citizens Advice Bureau, petrol stations, car mechanic garages,
furniture shops, doctors surgeries, the council offices, church
foyers, pubs and even Muslim owned shops. Here’s some recent
feedback:

“You may recall an email about a local church who ran a free 
community BBQ and saw about 250 people come.The comment
made was that they met many who had heard of it on Cross Rhythms.
Anyway the Sunday just gone was the follow up to the BBQ and they
had about 30 extra people, nine of whom got saved!”

“A friend of mine was having lunch in Toffs and the City Centre
Manager was in there.The CC Manager was saying how Cross
Rhythms are city minded, and community minded, and that CR 
surpasses the local BBC in their involvement in the city.The staff 
member from Toffs agreed”.

“This week the headteacher from Berry Hill High School asked us if
we would do an interview with him about their school including 
plugging their parents evening.We duly did, and following the interview
with the headteacher, the assistant head Dave Wilcox, phoned to say it
sounded “awesome”. He wanted a copy of the interview to play in the
reception of school during the open evening last night. They also
expressed keenness to explore what they could do with the pupils with
us on radio”.

“I wonder if you can remember our meeting about three years ago at
a business networking event. Our meeting had a great impact on
myself and led to a difficult time of challenges to the way I led my life
with Buddhist beliefs.When we met for lunch you explained that I had
met Jesus that night. In December 08 I had an amazing experience
during a Christmas carol concert. I met Jesus for the second time. I am
now a youth leader at the church and when I give my testimony you
are a big part of my story and how I have found Jesus.Thank you so
much”.

By Jon Bellamy, CEO of Cross Rhythms

How you can help...
I want to reach the youth of our nation

through Cross Rhythms

I would like to give a one off gift of £________________

I enclose a cheque/postal order (made payable to ‘Cross

Rhythms’)

Please debit this sum from my VISA/MASTERCARD/MAESTRO

as a one off gift

Card number _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _
Issue number_______   Expiry date _ _ _ _

Please send me information on becoming a regular 

supporter of Cross Rhythms

Please add me to the Cross Rhythms mailing list

Name:_________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________

______________________________________________

Postcode:_________________Tel:___________________

E-mail:_________________________________________

Please cut out this form and post it to:

Cross Rhythms, PO Box 1110,

Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 1XR.

Alternatively you can call 01782 251000 to make a donation or go to

www.crossrhythms.co.uk/donations   Reg Charity No 1069357 ✁
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Ancient exhibition

This book offers a year’s worth of
assemblies for key stages one and
two. It differs from the many other

assembly resources by its use of six original
stories written by Edward Carter to explore
biblical themes - one for each half-term
period. 

Listeners are encouraged to imagine
themselves as part of the story and are
prompted to think about their own
responses to the issues raised. So for
example the first theme in the book is
‘God’s Creation’ and this is explored by
telling the story of Felix’s Garden (with a
wooden pole and coloured ribbons as a
visual aid). 

Each week’s instalment has its own mini
theme - for God’s Creation these include
‘preparation’, ‘growing’, ‘stewardship’ –
and the story finishes on a cliff-hanger to
be continued next time. The story-telling
approach is effective (especially for key
stage two) and you can imagine the
children being keen to hear the next
instalment. This method does rely,
however, on regular and uninterrupted
weekly assembly slots – longer gaps could
make it hard to keep the story going and
pupils may well struggle to stay engaged.
But for all those who are looking for a
fresh and imaginative approach to weekly

assemblies this book is ideal, and in
schools where there is a shared
commitment to exploring Christianity
across the life of the school there is plenty
here to draw on and be inspired by.  

The Revd Becky Bevan is curate at St
Mary’s, Thatcham. The Revd Edward Carter
is Priest in Charge at St Peter’s, Didcot. 

Fresh assemblies
Story Assemblies for the
School Year
Edward J Carter
BRF £8.99

by Becky Bevan

St Peter ad Vincula Church, South
Newington, is famous world-wide for
its wall paintings. 

An exhibition explaining the
paintings, which date back to 1340,
was opened by MP Tony Baldry during
the South Newington Festival last
month. 

The paintings include the damaged
remains of Doom, a passion sequence,
the gory portrayal of the final
moments of Thomas Beckett and a
Virgin and Child considered to be one
of the finest wall paintings in the
country. A £50,000 Heritage Lottery
Fund Grant recently paid for work to

improve the churchyard including
resurfacing the paths, restoring steps
and repairing tombstones. The grant
also covered educational materials and
the cost of the exhibition. 

A £23,000 English Heritage grant
plus £7,500 match funding to be raised
by the parish will be used for
investigation of the condition of roofs
and ceilings. Money raised by the
Festival will contribute to this match
funding.

The church and exhibition are open
to the public every day from 10am to
5pm until the end of October.

Competition Winners
Mrs M Turner from Chesham, Bucks;
Mrs B Teague from Wokingham, Berks
and Mrs B Carter from Drayton,
Abingdon were the winners of the prize
draw in the June issue of The Door and
have all won a copy of ‘Walking the
Labyrinth’ by Sally Welch.

The Revd Sarah Tillett is pictured at St Peter’s
with Laurence and Penny Carey. Pic KT Bruce.



This Arctic adventure begins at the same latitude as Siberia and
Alaska, where the influence of the Gulf Stream creates the

longest ice-free polar coast and giving you a unique opportunity
to gain a tantalising glimpse into life high above the Arctic Circle.

From £795pp*
Based on an inside cabin, on a Half Board basis.
No single supplement!* subject to availability, additional charges may apply, subject to terms
and conditions. Upgrade to an outside cabin from only £85 per person

Arctic Highlights Itinerary
Day 1 –
Fly direct to Tromsø  from LGW where you will be transferred to the ship.

Day 2-3 -
Enjoy the voyage, passing North Cape and on to Kirkenes.A range of optional excursions
are available before sailing south again (Breakfast & Dinner)

Day 4 –
Arrive in Tromsø late evening, transfer to your centrally located hotel for an overnight stay
(Breakfast & Dinner)

Day 5 – 
Optional excursions may be available before your transfer back to the airport and return
flights direct to the UK - LGW. (Breakfast)

Departures are direct from London Gatwick and are applicable for the following dates:
4 nites including 1 nite post in Tromso ( 3 nights cruise 1 nights Hotel in Tromso)

• £795  31st January 2011 ( 4 nights)
• £795 7th February 2011 ( 4 nights)
• £795 14th February 2011 ( 4 nights)  
Or why not extend your stay for two nights with 
the following departures*

2 nights post voyage (3 nights cruise 2 nights post
cruise in Tromso)
• £945  28th January 2011 ( 5 nights)
• £945  2nd February 2011 ( 5 nights)
• £945  9th February 2011 ( 5 nights)
• £945  11th February 2011 ( 5 nights)
• £945  16th February 2011 ( 5 nights)
• £945  18th February 2011 ( 5 nights)

4 nights itinerary £795 for inside cabin
5 nights itinerary £945 for inside cabin
£85 for outside supplement on 
both durations
FLIGHT TIMINGS 
(direct services to Tromso)
LGW –TOS           1000 – 1430
TOS – LGW          1530 - 1800

Prices are in £’s based on two people travelling together sharing a twin cabin/room. No single supplements.
Your holiday price includes: Return economy flights from London Gatwick including current taxes and 
charges, voyage in a twin cabin including half board, 1night at a centrally located hotel in Tromso including breakfast,
transfers as applicable.

No Single 
Room Supplements

For more information  and for bookings, please contact us on:

FREEPHONE
0800 048 1055

Not included: Travel insurance, luggage handling and
optional excursions
Flight Details: Flights with Norwegian from London
Gatwick. Flights are with SAS from London Heathrow.
Regional departures: Please contact us for details,
availability and applicable supplements.
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Holidays at home

SNOWDONIA
NEAR BALA

Delightful period riverside cottage
in peaceful surroundings - glorious

views. 3 bedrooms, sleeps 2-6, 
well furnished. Also 2 bedroom 

cottage style bungalow.
Short Breaks available.

01341 450238

GATWICK
3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END

TEL: 01293 783679
www.gable-end.com

A warm Irish welcome to our
family run B&B. En-suite rooms

& full English breakfast.
Courtesy transport & car parking

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome

welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House

✰✰✰✰ Silver Award
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks.
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361

for brochure and tariff
patriciakingford@aol.com
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

PEMBROKESHIRE COAST

Claremont House
Enjoy a break by the sea.
Ensuite sea view rooms. 

250m to beach, harbour & village.
Families welcome. Ideal for walking 

holidays, Ground floor rooms available.
Free ample parking for guests.

01834 813231
www.saundersfoothotel.co.uk

SaundersfootCrantock
Anneth Lowen, a North Cornish Holiday
Cottage. Sleeps 7 plus cot. 8 minutes
walk from beach. Great for families,
art groups, walkers. Available all year.

Short breaks or holidays.
See website for details 

www.crantockholidayhome.org.uk 
or call 01494 528305.

CORNWALL
8 Berth 4 bedroom caravan with

Stunning views over mid 
Cornwall with own Private

grounds. Set on a small 
holding in rural area.

From £250 per week .
DOG welcome.

01726 882506

The Highbury Centre,
London.

Christian Guest House on 
quiet private road.

www.thehighburycentre.org

Free on street parking nearby. Reductions
for full-time Christian workers.

Tel: 0207 226 2663

HAMPTON MANOR
****Cornish Country House Hotel

In the Tamar Valley, bordering Devon.

Special Walking Holidays in September

A lovely place to get away from it all and
be spoilt-for a short break away

at any time of the year
Please ask for a brochure, programme etc.

Phone 01579 370494 or 
email: hamptonmanor@supanet.com
www.hamptonmanor.co.uk

HALDON COURT
CHRISTIAN CENTRE

For a Christian Family holiday With Fun &
Fellowship

• Indoor heated pool
• Bouncy castle
• Children’s play area
• Games room
• Lift
• Ensuite rooms available
• Tea making facilities
• Washing & ironing room
• Full board & choice 

of menu
• Wonderful ministry &

fellowship
• Gift shop
• Open all year

34 Douglas Avenue,
Exmouth, Devon,

EX8 2HB

Tel: 01395 263836

Holidays abroad

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
FFuullll  ddeettaaiillss  aanndd  bbrroocchhuurree::

BBrriiaann  CChhaammbbeerrss

ALGARVE

iinnffoo@@ccaassaa--oolleeaannddeerr..ccoo..uukk
wwwwww..ccaassaa--oolleeaannddeerr..ccoo..uukk

Tel: 02380 265 683

Lanzarote
Playa Blanca

Affordable family villa 
All dates available

Tel 01454 260619
www.wolstenhomes.co.uk

SW FRANCE
Comfortable, attractive,
spacious 1-bed Gite in
peaceful rural location

amongst historical
Bastide villages with 
local shops and bar

rroossbbllaacckkbbuurrnn@@mmeesshhnneett..ffrr
TTeell  00003333556633  004433119944

Insurance

Travel Insurance
Arranged for The Month Readers

0116 272 0500
Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A.

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE

CAR
HIRE

FT  TRAVEL
INSURANCE

Fully Comprehensive Travel Insurance for
anyone up to 85 years of age.

SUPERB ANNUAL MULTI TRIP COVER available with 
most pre-existing medical conditions accepted.

NNoo  MMaaxx  AAggee  LLiimmiitt  FFoorr  SSiinnggllee  TTrriipp  CCoovveerr  
mmaaxx  11  yyeeaarr  dduurraattiioonn  &&  uupp  ttoo1100kk  ccaanncceellllaattiioonn

For more information and
details please call ~

Our

LoireValley

Contact on
Evenings: 01993 813569 or

Anytime: 07976 438336

Simply furnished but with all mod
cons; fishing from the garden; 

good food, swimming, cycling, 
tennis etc nearby.

From £250 per week inclusive; 
reductions possible for Clergy etc...

Sleeps up to 6+.

Tranquil riverside village
house near Saumur is 

unexpectedly available until
end of September

CYPRUS
PPAAPPHHOOSS  ––  33  BBeeddrroooomm

ggrroouunndd  fflloooorr  aappaarrttmmeenntt,,
ssmmaallll  ccoommpplleexx,,  ppooooll,,  AA//CC,,

ggaarrddeenn,,  cclloossee  ttoo  aammeenniittiieess..
NNoo  ssmmookkeerrss  

CCrriissppiinn  BBiicckkllee::  0011998800  661111337722
ccrriissppiinn..bbiicckkllee@@bbttiinntteerrnneett..ccoomm

wwwwww..ccrriissppiinnbbiicckkllee..ccoo..uukk

To advertise in the Door 
Call 01752 225623

To advertise in the Door 

Call 01752 225623
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Big science has expelled smart new
ideas from the classroom...What they
forgot is that every generation has it's
Rebel! That rebel, Ben Stein travels the
world on his quest, and learns that
educators and scientists are being
ridiculed, denied tenure, and even fired-
for believing that there might be
evidence of 'design' in nature. Perhaps
life is not just the result of accidental,
random chance. In this often hilarious
film Ben says "Enough" - And NOBODY
messes with Ben! 

An expose of the first calibre, this movie gets to the heart of the issues.

This UK version includes over 45 minutes of 
interviews not in the US version

In a controversial new satirical documentary, author, former presidential
speechwriter, economist, lawyer and actor Ben Stein travels the world, looking to
some of the best scientific minds of our generation for the answer to the biggest
question facing us today:

Are we still free to disagree about the meaning of life?
Or has the whole issue already been decided…

while most of us weren’t looking?

Buy your copy of “Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed” 
from at the discounted price of just £10.97

Call us on 01782 251000 or visit
www.crossrhythms.co.uk/direct/expelled

RRP £15.99  £10.97
+P&P

Purchasing Expelled from Cross Rhythms helps us reach the next generation with positive values
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William Wilberforce (July 30th)

There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no
longer slave or free, there is no longer male
and female; for all of you are one in Christ
Jesus. Galatians 3:28

Writing probably in the sixth
decade of the first century, St
Paul spelled out this magnificent

charter of equality in Christ. Like most of
us he struggled when it came to working
out its consequences in daily life. 

Not only Paul, but the whole Christian
Church, took a long time to accept the
meaning of his words, he was describing
the massive social walls that divided
society in his day, and in many ways have
continued to do so ever since. Race,
social class and gender are the three
categories that provide the building
blocks of those walls of division. 

Paul asserted ‘in Christ’ they have all
been demolished. Yet it took over
seventeen centuries for Christians to
accept that owning slaves or tolerating
slavery were wrong. That Christians are
at least united in rejecting slavery is due
to brave pioneers 200 years ago - none
with more effect than William
Wilberforce.  

Wilberforce was a man born into
privilege — a wealthy family, influential
connections and a seat in Parliament at
the earliest possible age, 21.  Yet the
defining moment in his life came two
years later, when under the influence of
the evangelical revival he experienced a
profound conversion and determined

that from then on he would apply the
insights of the Christian gospel to the
moral and social problems of his day. 

He first focused on the reform of
criminal law, but the then prime
minister, William Pitt the Younger, asked
him to lead the parliamentary group for
the abolition of the slave trade. He set
the House of Commons on fire with a
brilliant speech on the subject in 1789,
but several bills to abolish slavery were
rejected by Parliament.

Finally the bill to abolish the slave
trade became law in March 1807. His
zeal undaunted, and despite failing
health, Wilberforce then took up the
cause of the emancipation of existing
slaves, though that was not finally
achieved until after his death in 1833.  

The life and career of Wilberforce has
many lessons for present-day Christians.
One is the subtle difference between
theory and practice. Another is that no
cause can ever be regarded as
permanently won. Moral and spiritual
gains inherited from the past have to be
maintained and advanced.  

That’s still true where slavery is
concerned, and it’s also true over issues
of sex and race. Governments may pass
equality legislation, but it is people who
make it work. Wilberforce, and those
who campaigned so bravely with him two
centuries ago and did it in the name of
Christ, call us, too, to be faithful,
consistent and persuasive in defending
the concept of human equality before
God.  And that equality must begin, as St
Paul asserted, right in the heart of the
body of Christ.

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan
Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of
religious affairs, a broadcaster and author of many
books.

Letters & comment
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Farmers’ welcome
Research shows that attendance at
Harvest Festivals is second only to
attendance at Christmas services. The
Diocesan Rural Officers’ Team welcomes
the decision to make Harvest Welcome a
theme to encourage people to come back
to Church. 

For a long time we have worked hard to
help rural churches connect with the
farming community.   The demands of
modern farming can make attendance at
church and in village life difficult.  Farmers
don’t all find it easy to promote what they
are doing to a society increasingly
distanced from the land. In Genesis God
gives humankind responsibility for
creation; the primary purpose of Adam is
to till and work the soil; the word Adam
comes from the Hebrew for the soil.  

On the whole farmers represent us all in
that primary purpose of tilling and working
the land.  We think it would be ironic  if a
Harvest Welcome campaign failed to
welcome the very people who are
providing the Harvest. We want to
encourage rural churches to think about
holding Harvest Welcome services at a
time convenient for farmers and in a place
farmers are comfortable in, and to reflect
the issues farmers are facing.  One
Incumbent invites local farmers to a pre-
Harvest Festival breakfast to find out from
them what issues are facing them and
reflects on those issues in the prayers and
sermon.   

If you would like a decorative sheaf for
your service,  ask for the sheaf  before the
harvesting starts and then take a moment
to talk over  the issues with the farmer.
That way they will feel welcomed and part
of the arrangements for the service.

The Diocesan Rural Officers Team.
Please note: letters should be no more than
250 words and may be edited.

LETTERS

Audio version

by Alan Wilson

On the face of it, the
Volcanic Ash Cloud was
bad news. At an estimated
cost of £2·1 bn, people

simply had to find other travel options.
They say, however, that every cloud has
a silver lining. 

With flying confined to the birds and
the bees clear blue sky without vapour
trails gave enormous pleasure to fans
of clear blue sky. South Bucks clergy
reported a paradisial week when you
could bury the dead, baptise a baby
even, without having to halt every 45
seconds.

More interestingly, one friend who
travels abroad regularly for business
said it had all made him weigh up his
travel needs. The sudden suspension of
the whole bang shoot had showed him
how much of the travel he thinks
necessary is less than necessary. Not
every overseas client requires a weekly
meeting. He had enjoyed a slower
pace, more reflective silence, a spell of
working from home and catching up.

Some say adversity brings out a fine
strand of the national character. Plucky
Brits bought bicycles, holiday makers
hitched lifts home on banana boats,
stranded Southerners rented small
craft to cross the channel. There is
pride and pleasure to be gained from
occasional outbreaks of Dunkirk Spirit.

Some entertained meaner thoughts.
One friend confessed to
schadenfreude at the thought of
Ryanair (“Oh, paying will cost you £10.
Toilet? £5. Air in the cabin? Only
£25...”) having to cough up
unexpected charges, just like their
customers.

So, on balance, it was just passing
cloud — but if fuel prices reach new
peaks in coming years,  the nagging
question remains whether we wouldn’t
end up seeing the week as a bit of a
dry run for a leaner, reduced appetite
for air travel. How could we scale down
our needs? Ideas on a postcard, please.
The Rt Revd Alan Wilson is Bishop of
Buckingham.

Comment

Thought for
the month

by David Winter
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Sight impaired
people can now
get a free audio

version of 
The Door by
contacting
Graham

Winterbourne on
01884 840285

Comings and Goings -
Revd Sue Newby will take up post as
Associate Minister at St Mary’s, Banbury;
Revd Paul Hinckley will take up post as
Team Vicar at Great Marlow with Marlow
Bottom, Little Marlow and Bisham; Revd
Dr Mohan Uddin will take up post as
Team Vicar at Newbury; Revd David Bell
will take up post as Team Vicar at The
Watling Valley Ecumenical Partnership in
Milton Keynes; Revd Dr David Stone will

be leaving his post as Team Vicar in
Newbury to take up new post as Canon
Precentor at Coventry Cathedral; Capt
Richard Waller will be leaving his post as
Parish Evangelist (CA) in Brize Norton and
Carterton. The following have been given
persmission to officiate: Rt Revd David
Jennings; Revd Canon Bernard Dagnall
and Revd Clive Jones. We recall with
sadness the death of Canon Peter George
Cobb.

Editor: Jo Duckles  Tel: 01865 208227
Email: jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org
Editorial Assistant/Distribution: Debbie Dallimore
Tel: 01865 208225 Email: debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican.org
Advertising: Roy Perring Tel: 01752 225623  
Email: roy@cornerstonevision.com
Deadline for September 2010: Friday 6 August 2010.
Published Monday 23 August 2010.

The Door is published by Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd (Secretary Mrs Rosemary Pearce). The
registered office is Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 ONB. Tel: 01865 208200.
While every care is taken to ensure the reliability of our advertisements, their inclusion in The Door does
not guarantee it or mean that they are endorsed by the Diocese of Oxford. 

An ill wind

Love Oxford saw more than 4,000 people from 40 churches worshipping in South
Parks on a scorching May Sunday. Pic: John Cairns. Johncairnsphotography.co.uk



God in the life  of... 
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I
t’s clear within a few seconds of
meeting the Revd Luke Lee that
he exudes joy. He says joy is the
reason his wife, Lucy, enjoys
singing so much, and proudly

gives me a copy of a CD of church music
she had recorded. 

The son of an Anglican priest, Luke
was born in North Korea in 1937 and
recalls the day in 1945 he came home
from school to find a sign on his door,
stating the property had been
confiscated by the communists. “We were
told to go 100km out of the town, so we
decided to go to South Korea.” He
remembers his mum collecting some
jewellery before they made the journey.
He said around a third of the population
of North Korea moved south because of
the communist regime.

It was there that Luke later began his
ministry leading youth clubs and
encouraging youngsters to go into
ministry. He volunteered himself for
church work, eventually going to St
Michael’s Theological Seminary, before
the bishop asked if he’d be interested in
going to Australia to train for the
ministry at St John’s College, New South
Wales.

He came back and began working with
the bishop, in the Cathedral of St
Benedict, where worship was held in the

bishop’s living room. “My happiest time
was seeing the church flourish.

“The congregation grew from a few
people to 100, then 200. That was a
wonderful experience,” he says. Aged 35
he became Principal of St Michael’s
Theological Seminary, providing training
for ordinands, priests and for laity.
“Within a year we were able to train
10,000 people. It was a very exciting
time.”

He says the house churches were part
of the key to the successful growth of the
Church. “Entire congregations would
meet in houses, and youth visiting teams
would see them and work very hard to
build up congregations.” 

Luke came to England to study for a
Masters and then a PhD at Birmingham
University. But when cash ran out he got
a part time parish priest’s job in the
Lichfield Diocese. But his priest’s role
took over and he never finished his

studies.  “I had to learn the culture as
well, about aspects of English life like the
social welfare system, we don’t have that
in Korea.” he says. He was asked three
times to go back and run the Korean
theological seminary, but knew God had
other plans for him. “I tried to build links
between the Church of England and the
Korean Church, becoming a Commissary
to the Bishop of the Korean Anglican
Church,” he says.

He also became chairman of the
Korean Mission and has organised
London Grace for Korea, working to give
scholarships for Korean students to come
to England. His cultural knowledge must
be invaluable when doing this work. 

It was while working for the Bishop in
Korea that Luke, now 73, met Lucy. “We
were doing church warden’s training and
a young lady came with her mother. 

She thought I was in love with her and
I thought she was in love with me.” It

turned out they were in love and now
they’ve been married 40 years, have two
grown up sons, Michael and Daniel, and
a grandson, Lucas. 

Luke says: “I have no regrets. I’ve
served the Church for 40 years and then
retired. If I was born again I’d be a vicar
again.” Now Luke, who worships at St
Mary’s, Aylesbury, spends his time
enjoying his retirement, and serving as a
locum in churches when he’s needed.
He’s also writing a book about Dr John
Corfe, the first Anglican Bishop in Korea,
and is trying to persuade Lucy to join him
in one of his latest hobbies – golf. 

He sees a link between the
concentration required for golf, and the
work required when meeting people. He
says: “In order to send a ball the right
distance you have to concentrate very
hard. If you don’t concentrate the ball
just goes in the wrong place. I have to
think: do I give the same concentration
when I see someone who comes for
counselling with me? I try and give real
concentration during the time I have
with that person.”

While coming from a high church
background, Luke says he has had a
charismatic experience when surgeons
discovered a malignant bone tumour in
his arm and gave him a month to live.  A
priest asked him simple, straightforward
questions, ‘Do you believe in God’ to
which he answered ‘yes’, ‘Do you think he
is almighty’, ‘yes’ ‘Do you think he can
cure your bone tumour’ – ‘yes. “Once I’d
accepted these things he said ‘don’t argue,
just believe.”

The priest prayed and when the
surgeons opened up his arms, the tumour
was like the yoke of an egg and the
surgeons were able to remove it, replacing
it with bone from his hips. He said: “One
surgeon was doing a PhD  and couldn’t
believe how my arm just ripped open, like
a yoke, he used me as part of his studies.
In that situation I felt I’d been given a
bonus life. It was an exciting experience
that made me happy to be a parish priest.” 

Luke Lee tells Jo Duckles 
about his journey from being
a refugee aged eight to
becoming a leader of rapidly
growing Anglican Church in
South Korea, and his
eventual move to England. 

‘My happiest time was

seeing the Church flourish.’
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A Korean commissary

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
By appointment only

TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

AND ACCESSORIES
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 

and Robemakers
109 COWLEY ROAD
OXFORD OX4 1HU

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL

ROBEMAKERS

www.taylorsofoxford.comBournemouth 01202 292272
Yeovil 01935 426253

www.keithjones.co.uk
over 60,000 titles online

ADVERTISING FEATURE

A ‘good’ read for the summer
Summertime provides a wonderful opportunity for catching up with reading. If you are going away
the travelling time by rail or plane offers plenty of time to sit back and relax with a book. If you are
staying at home, time in the garden can be well spent reading. Many people like to get hooked on a
thriller or romantic novel but have you thought of using the time wisely with a Christian book? 
Whilst many people see summertime reading as possibly getting lost in a novel at the airport,on the
plane and then the beach, there are all sorts of other books to get into, the time away offering the
chance to study a little deeper, maybe reflect a little more without the distractions of normal day to
day living.
If you are into music, and who isn’t, there are some excellent books around on the subject. 
You are never too young to start reading and Christian bookshops will have a good selection to
choose from covering everything from an introduction to the Bible to various life skills. 
The summer is also a good time to look at the new academic year that starts in September, as it
does for many church organisations meeting up again after their summer break. Study and

preparation at this time can lead to a more
relaxed start to the new year.
There is a tremendous selection available from
your local Christian bookshop or direct by mail
by phone or website. There are books for all
ages from novels to study books. Christian
bookshops do a wonderful job of outreach
keeping all sorts of books available for those
who are searching and maybe on the first steps
towards a real faith, remember them when you
are looking for your post cards or gifts as your
custom helps to keep them alive and in
business.


